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MINUTES 


REFUGEES FROM EGYPT 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE T3MES 

Sir.—On September 5, 1940, Mr. Winston 
Churchill. as he then was, proclaimed to 
the House of Commons: “ Damage by 
enemy action stands on a different footing 
from any other kind of loss or damage, 
because the nation undertakes the task of 
defending the lives and property of its sub- 
jects and taxpayers against assaults from 
outside.” In that time of unparalleled stress 
the Prime Minister made it his immediate 
concern to see that the burden of war 
“would not fall alone on those whose homes 
and business premises were hit, but would 
be borne evenly on the shoulders of the 
nation” (The Second World War, vol. Il, 
page 308). 

The burden of the war in Suez has clearly 
not been borne evenly. The British refugees 
are, of course, the principal sufferers. They 
should at once be assured that they will 
receive full compensation for their lost 
assets, if restitution is not effected, and in 
the meantime generous allowances should 
be paid to them. Nor are the refugees and 
those whose assets have been confiscated the 
only British nationals to be suffering direct 
hardship through the Suez affair. There are 
those whose incomes derived in full or in 
part from pensions paid by the Egyptian 
Government. These are in the main people 
who have rendered lifelong service to Egypt 
when that country was closely connected 
with our own, or they are the dependents 
of such persons. It is shameful that they 
should have received no assistance from 
the Government since their incomes stopped 
in the late summer. These pensions should 
be paid and the Government should seek 
reimbursement from Egypt, or if necessary 
from Egyptian assets in this country. 

If we now fail to assume our proper 
national responsibilities to the detriment 
of these groups of blameless persons, will it 
not be said by future generations, “ This 
was their most shameful hour ’’? 

Yours, &c., ANTONY BUCK. 

Oxford and Cambridge University Club, 

Pall Mall, S.W.1. 


Pickthorn, M.P. 


Bouse of Commons, 
London, 


28th Januar 


My dear Selwyn, 


I expect you have seen the letter from 
Antony Buck in this morning's "Times". If not, 
please do have a look at it. 


I have been very worried indeed over 
this question of damage emerging for British 
netionals,ever since the Suez adventure was launched, 
and indeed I think I spoke of it to you and other 
Ministers at or very near the very beginning ,and 
heve, I think also written from time to time since. 


Now that it is plain that there is 
beginning to be a considerable public agitation, it 
does seem to me that on national grounds and on 
constitutional grounds and on party grounds it is 
regrettable that the initiative should seem to come 
from the aggrieved and their sympathisers. At any 
rete, I do beg that now the maximum my be decided 
on and announced as soon as possible. 


\ 


KW 


The Rt.Hon. Selwyn Lloyd, C.B.E., T.D., Q.C., M.P., 
Secretary of State, 

Foreign Office, 

Downing Street, 

S.W.1. 
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Soreign Ottice, 
S.CH.1. 
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PERSONAL AND January 30, 1957. 


I fully share your 
shou 
subjects who have sur 
result of the Hgyptian Court's sequestration and 
deportation orde We are co dering — 
urgently and sympatheticall) t steps w , 
an la y “9 a : Chan wef, ) 
Thope thet /e statement wid y 0% 
n 


A. 
3 


be-mede next—week, Inthe 


could yeu keep this to yourself? 


K.W.M. Pickthorn Esq., M.P. 


4 7. 


January 50, 1957. 


I fully share your anxiety that 
Something should be done for the British 
subjecrs who have suffered loss as a 
result of the Sgyptian Court's sequestration 
and deportation orders. ie are considering - 
urgently ani sympathetically - what steps we 
can take and, as Ian Harvey said in a written 
reply of January 29, the Prime Minister will 


make & statement soon. 


K.WeM. Pickthorn, Esqe, He! 


